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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-18 are presented for examination. 

Claim Rejections -35USC§112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. Claim 7 recites the limitation M a controller configured" in line 
12. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 



5. Claims 1-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Goddard et al., United States Patent Number 6,622,266 (hereinafter Goddard), in view 
of McCarthy, Jr., United States Patent Number 7,031,009 (hereinafter McCarthy). 
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6. With respect to claims 1 , 4, 7, 10, 13, and 16, Goddard teaches an image 
processing apparatus [i.e. a plurality of printers and/or other output devices, 106, 108, 
1 10, 1 12, and/or 114] connected to a network [i.e. enterprise network 104] and 
operative to perform printing and copying jobs upon a request from a user [see abstract 
and figs. 1-4], said image processing apparatus comprising: an electronic mail 
transmitting device [i.e. email server 218] configured to transmit an electronic mail 
having the thumbnail image data of the first page to a mail address of the user when the 
job is completed or interrupted [see abstract; figs. 1-2; col.2, II.23 through col.4, II.63; 
and col.6, II.29-34]. 

However, Goddard does not explicitly show a thumbnail image data generating 
device configured to generate thumbnail image data of a first page of a job. 

In a related art, McCarthy suggests a thumbnail image data generating device 
configured to generate thumbnail image data of a first page of a job [see abstract and 
col.1, 11.31-59]. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention was made to modify Goddard in view of McCarthy by configuring to 
generate a thumbnail image data of a first page of a job because this feature is 
supported by the repository system for the captured document [McCarthy, col.1 , II. 37- 
38]. It is for this reason that one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
would have been motivated in order to remind the user about the particular document 
[McCarthy, col.4, II.40]. 
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7. With respect to claims 2, 5, 8, 1 1 , 14, and 17, Goddard further teaches wherein 
the mail address is associated with a user code representing a user [fig. 2]. 

However, Goddard does not explicitly show wherein the image processing 
apparatus is operable when the user code is input and authenticated. 

In a related art, McCarthy suggests wherein the image processing apparatus is 
operable when the user code is input and authenticated [i.e. a user 10 logs in and 
selects, enters or is associated with basic capture parameter, col.2, 11.16 through col.4, 
II.47]. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention was made to modify Goddard in view of McCarthy by operating 
when the user code is input and authenticated because this feature is supported by the 
repository system for the captured document [McCarthy, col.1 , II. 37-38]. It is for this 
reason that one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention would have been 
motivated in order to remind the user about the particular document [McCarthy, col.4, 
II.40]. 

8. With respect to claims 3, 6, 9, 12, 15, and 18, Goddard does not explicitly show 
wherein the user code is authenticated by accessing a user code table listing users 
permitted to request the job. 

In a related art, McCarthy suggests wherein the user code is authenticated by 
accessing a user code table listing users permitted to request the job [col.2, 11.16 
through col.4, II.47]. 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention was made to modify Goddard in view of McCarthy by accessing a 
user code table listing users permitted to request the job because this feature is 
supported by the repository system for the captured document [McCarthy, col.1, II.37- 
38]. It is for this reason that one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
would have been motivated in order to remind the user about the particular document 
[McCarthy, col.4, II.40]. 



Conclusion 

9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

a. " Method and apparatus for facsimile that notifies an e-mail transmission 
using facsimile protocol ," by Shibata, United States Patent Number 6,825,955. 

b. " Internet facsimile apparatus and information terminal device ." by Saito et 
al., United States Patent Number 6,351,316. 

c. " System and method for mobile printing ." by Staas et al., United States 
Patent Number 6,975,419. 

d. " Web based client side batch printing ." by Taranath et al., United States 
Patent Application Publication Number 2002/0169837. 

e. " Facsimile apparatus having control means for recording a prescribed 
page which has not been completely recorded when a trouble detected by detecting 
means is solved ." by Nakatani, United States Patent Number 5,854,692. 
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1 0. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Nghi V. Tran whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4067. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday and every other 
Friday (6:30-4:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Zarni Maung can be reached on (571) 272-3939. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Nghi Tran 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 2151 

June 15,2007 ->qv PATENT EXAMINER 
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